Naval Aviation News November—December 2000



.....
uuuuu

lshlaqbwethe sediment, and -
perhaps mdrcate its shape and-

| relative size. ‘A magnetometer is

: ~ needed to. determme if the object is "

. madeof ferrous metals, such & e
. oriron. Unfortunately, since aircraft
i are made up of mostly. nonferrous -

“materials, magnetometry has limited
use: However, it can eliminate
certain targets depending on the size

“and intensity of the signal.

- When joined together, side-scan

sonar-and-the magnetometer indicate
an object of a specific size and
ferrous material at a specific location.

‘All types of remote sensing
equipment are correlated with a
glohal positioning system, which
gathers precise information from
satellites to pinpoint alocation. In
this way the target can be revisited
and marked on a map, sometimes
indicating a pattern of wreckage that

g -'carefut not to drstutbrt

helpsthemvestrgators; By using.
- “equipment the archaealthrsi has il
. aready learned agreat deal about the»_
areawithout ever having to get wet.
* . Once identified, targets require - - ;
vrsual inspection; and'the = '
- archaeologist must physically. vrsrt
thesite. Thisi is Where thelong, ==
. tedious hours pay off. The Kaneohe

Ccan phty tell the*specralrst what.is -

A wat :
p}a:}xy;e?{;? su%tm%ge%]w
inspect a target of interestin
Kaneohe Bay. ,Qphosr?é aS ‘tttﬂtﬂt
archaeologist takes measurer

the cockpit.area of a F’S’f}f'b,é g

Bay field school produced many -

‘targets. The students spent two of

their five weeks visually
investigating targets and recordi ng
the measurements and
characteristics of the objects
encountered. Preliminary analysis
suggests they found a portion of a
PBY wing along with other
scattered and disfigured wreckage.
Photographs taken just after the
attack indicate that this plane
burned for some time, leaving few
remnants. In addition to the pieces
of possible wreckage, the students
identified mooring blocks for the
three patrol squadrons (VPs 11, 12
and 14) at Naval Air Station
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L dapgeroue Zone Strll psed by the : :
0 military; and thereforecodd not. be
) '-vrsually mspecteq However the

. side-scan sonar and magnetometer i EAN
datafrom this zone will remainon
“fileto enhancefuture |nvestrgat|0n

- when condifions permit. - ;
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_Although one of the four planes' ' :

*retains some structural i integrity, it

can reasonably be stated that the

: -' “other: three do not. This meansthat {
_the aircraft will not be threatened by

‘illegal salvage should the base ever

-close and the area become

nonrestricted. Little remains of these

aircraft that would be worthy of

display, and the costs of retrieval

.“and conservation prohibit their

removal. Therefore, there are no
plans torevisit or retrieve any of the

- patrol plane wrecks found in

Kaneohe Bay. Instead, they will
continue to serve as testimony to a
devastating attack, as they have for
more than 50 years. Jfe—

Ms. Cobleis the aviation issues specialist in the
Naval Historical Center’'s Underwater
Archaeology Branch.

For full details on the field school, please
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